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The NATO of California/
Nevada annual membership 
meeting held last month was 
attended by over 150 members 
who enjoyed the hospitality of 
The Landmark Theatre in West 
Los Angeles where Manager 
Rita Gattegno and Director of 
Event Marketing Daniel Gorski 
welcomed everyone. 

Attendees spent the morn-
ing learning the steps that led 
up to the phenomenal success 
of Slumdog Millionaire from 
keynote speaker Stephen Gilula, 
president of Fox Searchlight 
Pictures.  He was followed 
by G. Kendrick Macdowell, 
NATO Vice-President, General 
Counsel and Director of Gov-
ernment Affairs, who provided 
an update on the state of digital 
cinema and the Cinema Buying 
Group.   National NATO Direc-
tor of Media & Research Patrick 
Corcoran provided an optimistic 
picture of our industry with his 
statistical analysis.  (See story 
on page 7)   The program was 
completed with the introduc-
tion of the Board of Directors 
by Association Chairman Ray 
Syufy; the Association’s year in 
review by President and CEO 
Milt Moritz and the presenta-
tion of the 2009 scholarship 
award winners by newly ap-
pointed Scholarship Committee 
Chairman Bruce Wren.

NATO of CA/NV Annual Membership 
Meeting Deemed Best EverInsIde 
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Stephen Gilula

NATO of California/Nevada Board of Directors:  Chris Blevins, 
Regal Entertainment Group; Gary Richardson, The Movie Experi-

ence; Treasurer Frank Rimkus, Galaxy Theatres; Chairman Ray 
Syufy, West Wind Drive-Ins; Hal Sawyer, Cinemark; Scott Lotter, 
Paradise Cinemas; Scholarship Committee Chairman Bruce Wren, 
Regal; and President and CEO Milt Moritz.  Missing from photo 

are Vice President David Corwin, Metropolitan Theatres; Secretary 
Alan Grossberg, UltraStar Cinemas; Bruce Coleman, Brenden 

Theatres; Nora Dashwood, Pacific Theatres; Peter Dobson, Mann 
Theatres; George Krikorian, Krikorian Premiere Theatres; Ed 

Moyer, AMC Theatres; and Ted Mundorff, Landmark Theatres.

Kendrick MacDowell

See more photos on page 2 and www.NatoCalNev.org
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Welcome to our new Board Members
NATO of California/Nevada proudly welcomes our two new members of 

the Board of Directors, Gary Richardson of The Movie Experience and Chris 
Blevins of Regal Entertainment Group.   

Gary Richardson joined the family business in 1990 and oversees the 
operations of the company’s business in addition to handling the administra-
tion of the corporate offices.  Gary has been a long-time member of NATO 
of California/Nevada’s scholarship committee as well as serving on the CARA 
Ratings Board.  Gary is married to Bonnie and has two children.

Christopher Blevins is vice president of operations, western division for 
Regal Entertainment Group.  Chris joined Regal in 1992 as a General Manager 
and worked his way up to VP of National Programs prior to moving into his 
current position.  He entered the business at the age of 17 working every posi-
tion in a movie theatre including managing single screen theatres, drive-ins, 
1000 seat theatres, and multiplexes to megaplexes.  He resides in Knoxville, 
TN with his wife Angela and their six children.

NATO of California/Nevada thanks, with much appreciation, our outgoing 
board members Bruce Sanborn and James DuBois for their many contributions 
on behalf of the Association.

Gary Richardson of 
The Movie Experience

Chris Blevins of Regal 
Entertainment Group

NATO of CA/NV Annual Membership Meeting
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Milt Moritz (center) with our hosts from 
The Landmark Theatre, Director of Event 

Marketing Dan Gorski and Manager Rita Gattegno.

Chris Blevins, Regal Entertainment Group; Milt 
Moritz, NATO of CA/NV; and James DuBois, 

Regal Entertainment Group.

NATO of CA/NV 
Chairman Ray Syufy, 

West Wind Drive-Ins and 
Charlene Sievers, 

NATO of CA/NV.

Janet Grumer, Davis Wright Tremaine; Stephen 
Gilula, Fox Searchlight Pictures, NATO of CA/NV 

Vice-President David Corwin, Metropolitan Theatres; 
and Bruce Sanborn, The Movie Experience.

Representatives of the NATO of CA/NV 
Scholarship Committee; Chairman Bruce Wren, 
Regal; Gary Richardson, The Movie Experience; 

2009 winner Mary Alice Chocas of Reading 
Cinemas’ Grossmont Center 10 Theatre; Dale 
Davison, Metropolitan Theatres and Annie 
Casaburi of Krikorian Premiere Theatres.
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Due to California’s ongoing, ever-
changing budget turmoil Terri Thomas had 
to miss the NATO of California/Nevada 

membership meeting but provided the following report.  

I want to give you a quick summary of what has led us to 
the point we are at in the Capitol in terms of dealing with our 
current $24B deficit.  I also want to give you a brief synopsis 
of the challenges facing theatres - and entertainment in general 
- in this tough economic environment that the legislature is 
grappling with.  I am presenting much of this in outline form 
as it was the basis for my presentation.

Setting the stage for today’s budget dilemmaI. 

Legislature unable to pass a budget last year.•	

Finally enacted 2 year package of revenue, spending •	
cuts and tax increases totaling $42B in February, 2009; 
this includes temporary increase in sales tax.

Followed by special election which authorized $6B •	
in cuts and extension of sales tax for 2 additional 
years.

Soundly rejected by voters.•	

Shortly thereafter, new spending gap projected at •	
$24B.

Fast forward to June, 2009II. 

Since we already have basic budget for 2009-10, •	
Legislative. Budget Committees have been working to 
bring into balance by July 1, 2009.

Shortfall estimated at $24B including $4.5B in “rainy •	
day fund” sought by Governor.

Budget Conference Committee has completed a plan •	
to address gap.

Governor has said he won’t sign a plan balanced with •	
tax increases.

Legislature’s difference with Governor is that their •	
plan cuts less deeply into health and social services for 
the poor, elderly and disabled and replaces some of 
the cuts with $2B in new taxes on oil production and 
cigarettes.

Report From Sacramento
By Terri Thomas, Thomas Advocacy Inc.

Package contains $11.4B cuts – $9.5B revenue •	
accelerations - $2B new taxes.

Since tax increase require 2/3 vote in legislature, •	
therefore, GOP lawmakers can block passage:

    Assembly: 25 (D) 15 (R)  =  Need 2
    Senate: 49 (D) - 29 (R) - 1 DTS  - 1 Vacancy  =  Need 5

Vote this week will fail; package will then contain $2B •	
smaller reserve to backfill revenue.

Threat of Services TaxIII. 

When Governor proposed new measures in May •	
revise to reduce deficit and bring budget into 
balance, he proposed extending State and local sales 
tax on services and specified certain services in the 
entertainment area such as amusement parks, golf, 
sporting events. 
He did not specifically propose tax on admissions at •	
movie theaters.
However, others quickly caught on to the idea in •	
informal discussions and idea surfaced.
Milt Moritz and I, along with other consultants, have •	
been closely monitoring this situation, preparing 
for the need for quick action, and trying to dampen 
the discussion without calling extra attention to this 
industry.
We will continue to be vigilant and ready for action •	
should this proposal surface.
However, the threat may now have moved to a new •	
venue.

 IV. Commission on 21st Century Economy (Tax 
Commission) 

Central to the debate last year on the budget and an •	
on-going concern is the extreme volatility of the State 
tax base.
Governor and Legislature created the Tax Commission •	
with charge of reducing volatility; some members want 
to use it to go further and increase tax revenues - much 
debate.
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Commission is chaired by Gerald Parsley, businessman •	
and former chair of UC Regents and is composed of 
academics, government and other interests.  Has had 4 
meetings and 1 more scheduled before final report due 
July 31.
On verge of proposing massive tax system overhaul •	
to respond to challenge of “reducing volatility”; not 
necessarily increasing base, but certainly possible.
Proposal is theoretically revenue-neutral and will •	
probably propose abolishing corporate income taxes 
and state sales taxes in favor of “net receipts” tax 
- similar to VAT common in European countries; 
replacing personal income tax with flat tax (perhaps 
6%) and adding a carbon tax to reduce fuel use.
This proposal which is currently being fashioned, •	
will be subject to discussion at next meeting in July, 
it is unclear whether the Chair can get unanimous 
or even overwhelming agreement to sign the 
recommendation, but the business community is very 
concerned.
Revenue dependence on Personal Income Tax •	
which once generated 10% of state’s revenues is 
now more than 50%-with half being paid by just 
1% of taxpayers (with incomes tied to stocks and 
other capital markets which swing wildly with the 
economy).
Currently much unknown, but those on left oppose •	
shifting more of the tax burden from the rich to middle 
and lower income Californians and those on the right 
worry that it’s a smokescreen for imposing big tax 
increases, including being a backdoor for services tax.

Business community under attack on all frontsV. 
The budget proposals and the work of the Tax •	
Commission have opened the door for other efforts 
led by organized labor in most cases to increase sales, 
services and other business taxes, as well as to roll back 
corporate benefits negotiated in last signed by Governor.
May have seen TV ads or heard radio spots focused on •	
cuts to poor, elderly, disabled.
The labor rhetoric is that the defeat of the special election •	
proposals did not mean taxpayers oppose tax increases 
- they just did not want the spending cap.  Opponents  
say the results meant voters were fed up with higher taxes 
and want a stricter spending limitation.
There is a great deal of on the ground activity among •	
advocates of higher taxes including raising money, 
purchasing air time, planning a 2010 initiative.

Business is starting to fight back.  Both CalChamber •	
and CalTax are working to raise money to fight back 
with paid media; message is that business has already 
been taxed heavily in the last 2 budgets, business 
is distributing fact sheets demonstrating the hit on 
business.  Also trying to demonstrate the link between 
some of the tax incentives and economic growth.
You will hear more about the activities of •	
the business community in near future as tax 
advocates ratchet up their message.

LegislationVI. 
Last year at this time, issues revolved around admission •	
taxes, menu boards, rumors of health reform.
This year, health reform has shifted to federal level.•	
Approps Committees killed large majority of •	
spending bills.
Remaining labor/management issues, many of •	
which Governor will veto.
Tax issues re: definitional changes in law which •	
only require majority vote e.g. “change 

 of ownership” (stock changes) to define   
 recalculation of commercial property taxes-split roll.

 VII. Politics
  Candidates evolving for State-wide races in 2010:
  Governor
   Democrats: Jerry Brown, Attorney General 
    Gavin Newsom, Mayor, 

     San Francisco

   Republicans: Steve Poizner, Insurance   
     Commissioner

    Meg Whitman, former CEO, eBay
    Tom Campbell, former State  

     Senator, Congressman, State  
     Finance Director, Academic

Attorney General
   Democrats: Kamala Harris, DA,
      San Francisco
    Alberto Torrico, Assemblyman,  

     Fremont
    Ted Lieu, Assemblyman,   

     Torrance
    Pedro Nava, Assemblyman,   

     Santa Barbara
   Republicans:  Tom Harman, Senator, 

     Orange County
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People with disabilities don’t have to prove 
that they were intentionally discriminated 
against to receive $4,000 per incident under 
California law for access violations the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court ruled in early June in 
Munson v. Del Taco Inc., DJDAR 8446.  This 
opinion quadruples the damages that busi-

nesses and cities face in California ADA title II & III lawsuits. 
The issue came to the high court on a question from 

the U.S.  Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, which sought guidance 
on how to resolve an ADA suit that began in state court but was 
removed to federal court. Plaintiff Kenneth Munson, who uses a 
wheelchair, filed a lawsuit in 2005 against fast-food chain Del Taco, 
alleging the chain’s Loma Linda restaurant had inadequate handi-
capped parking and inaccessible bathrooms. In response, Del Taco 
spent thousands of dollars to make improvements. Although the 
ADA claim was moot because of the renovation work the federal 
court found that the business was still liable under the Unruh Act 
for $4,000 per incident.  Del Taco appealed to the 9th Circuit. 

As a firm that has defended hundreds of these claims we were 
critical of the decision to use this case and appeal to force a question 
that had already been answered by the California Court of Appeals 
in a manner helpful to businesses and public entities. The State 
Court of Appeals in Gunther v Lin had already held that Civil Code 
52 required plaintiffs to show intent to recover $4,000 in damages.  
Since the federal courts rarely rule on these state damage issues we 
believed that this status quo was better for businesses than the risk 
of getting the opinion that was ultimately issued here. 

The Supreme Court found that California plaintiffs do not need 
to claim intentional discrimination to recover statutory damages 
under Civil Code 52.  The Supreme Court did not stop there and 
added the gratuitous holding that “intent’ (here meaning a BUSI-
NESS’S intent) is still relevant for plaintiffs’’ claims of treble dam-
ages or exemplary damages.  In saying this, the Court insured that 
in ADA / Unruh actions we will face discovery on the issues of our 
policies and intent. This opinion also revives a dispute that I thought 
I disposed of more than 20 years ago- that a plaintiff cannot get both 
treble damages and exemplary damages under these statutes. Finally, 
although completely unrelated to the question certified, the Supreme 
Court went on to hold that we can also be sued under Business and 
Professions Code sections 17200 and 17203 for ADA violations. 

However, it is not all bad news.  You may recall the work we 
were doing with the California Chamber of Commerce on the new 
SB 1608 legislation for the Certified Access Specialist (“ CASp “)  
program. During that process we fought hard to get language 
inserted on requirements for any plaintiff seeking damages under 

these state statutes.  The Supreme Court has just interpreted our new 
language in a manner that will provide us with strong ammunition 
against class claims and even stronger jury instructions on what 
plaintiffs have to show and how much they can get in damages.   The 
Court restricted the availability of statutory damages under sections 
52 and 54.3, permitting their recovery only if an accessibility viola-
tion actually denied the plaintiff full and equal access, that is, only if 
—the plaintiff personally encountered the violation on a particular 
occasion, or the plaintiff was deterred from accessing a place of 
public accommodation on a particular occasion   (§ 55.56, subd. 
(b)). It also limits statutory damages to one assessment per occasion 
of access denial, rather than being based on the number of acces-
sibility standards violated). This acknowledgement by the California 
Supreme Court of this limitation language we inserted into SB 1608 
for damage claims will help us in trying these cases.  

 IMPLICATIONS

We will see an increase in ADA / Unruh claims due to the in-
creased damages and publicity of this opinion. We will no longer see 
actions for access violations filed under CC 54; that statute has just 
been rendered meaningless by the California Supreme Court. 

We will see new discovery regarding “intent” to comply with 
the ADA.

We will see demands for actual, treble, and exemplary dam-
ages by private litigants.

We will see more claims under Business and Professions Code 
sections 17200 and 17203 for ADA violations.

This will have a mixed impact on the class actions we defend: we 
now face damages (in both State and Federal court) 4 times higher 
than what we would have faced before this opinion ($4,000 vs 
$1,000); but, we can seek to defeat certification of claims for viola-
tions of CC 54 on the basis that the Supreme Court has confirmed 
that each claim requires an individualized determination.  Access 
claims filed in California will be more expensive to settle and liti-
gate.  The California Supreme Court understood that businesses and 
governments in California already spend more than $30M a year 
defending these claims, without a penny of this $30M going to im-
proving access, but chose not to address this problem. 

Mr. Hurley is a principal shareholder and chair of the litiga-
tion department for GT’s Orange County office. He can be reached 
at Hurleyg@GTLaw.com or (949) 732- 6614. He specializes in 
defending class action claims under the ADA and state civil rights 
laws. He is a 2009 Southern California Super Lawyer and was 
named one Southern California’s “Best Lawyers” by the LA Times. 
Greenberg Traurig is an international law firm with more than 
1800 lawyers in 36 U.S. and international offices.

California Supreme Court Quadruples Damages for Access Suits 
by Gregory F. Hurley, Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig
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If you are interested in attending any or all of these lectures please send your name, e-mail address, theatre location 
and a daytime phone number along with the particular lectures you would like 
to attend to office@natocalnev.org. 

Starting Tuesday, October 13, 7:30 PM and continuing on the 

second Tuesday of each subsequent month.

This unique program will provide a rare opportunity to learn about and 

appreciate our storied industry’s rich heritage, the pioneering showmen and 

the cultural, economic and political forces which helped shape the business.  

The series will take place in Los Angeles, with the venue to be announced 

shortly.  Free to all NATO of California/Nevada members.  

Following is a very brief outline of the series’ individual programs and dates:

1.  Begins with a prologue about the years between 1896 and 1927. The Coming 

of Sound and the Great Depression (1927-1941), introduction of color, the 

coming of newsreels, neighborhood theatres.  October 13, 2009

2.  The War and Boom Years (1941-1948), The Golden Age of 

Hollywood, Liberty Bonds.  November 10, 2009

3.  Television, the Consent Decree, and the Postwar Era (1948-1960), the 

breakup of the studio system, drive-ins, shopping centers, wide-screen 

formats.  December 8, 2009

4.  The Business in Transition (1960-1975), counter culture, independent 

distribution, multiplexes.  January 12, 2010

5.  The Blockbuster and New Hollywood (1975-1994), high concept films, 

merchandising.  February 9, 2010

6.  Megaplexes, Alternative Content, and the Digital Age (1995-present), 

alternative content, home video.  March 9, 2010

The series will be conducted by noted motion picture theatre historian, 

author and lecturer Ross Melnick, a Ph.D. candidate at UCLA in the 

Department of Film, Television and Digital Media.  Mr. Melnick presently 

teaches cinema and media studies at UCLA and Otis College of Art and 

Design.  
If you are interested in attending any of these lectures please e-mail 

office@natocalnev.org stating your name, your theatre location and particular 

lectures you would like to attend.   Reservations will be accepted on a first 

come basis.   No walk-ins will be accepted, by reservation only.

Reservations Still Being Accepted for the History of 
Exhibition Seminar/Lecture Series
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Industry Statistics Provide Optimistic Picture
By Patrick Corcoran, National NATO Director of Media & Research

Two months into the 
summer season the movie 
theater industry is continu-
ing the remarkable perfor-
mance that began last sum-
mer.  As of July 9, box office 
was running 10.6% ahead 
of 2008 on a calendar basis 

and admissions were running 7.1% ahead.  Let’s 
take a look at how we got here. (See Slide 1)

The story of the year has been the stunning over-
performance of the winter box office. (See Slide 2). In 
the first three months of 2008, only one film opened 
that grossed more than $100 million. Through the 
first week of April 2009 five $100 million-plus gross-
ing films had opened. Additionally, two films that 
were released in December 2008, Slumdog Millionaire 
and Gran Torino, grossed more than $100 million in 
2009. Gran Torino grossed more than $100 million 
in January alone. Traditionally a dumping ground for 
films the studios had little faith in, in 2009 the winter 
turned into a mini summer.

The economy seems to have something to do 
with it, too. From the third week of September 2008, 
when the credit crunch hit with full force, through 
the first week of December box office was running 
15% ahead of the same period the year before and 
admissions were up nearly 10%. Following a brief 
lull before Christmas, box office continued on its 
torrid pace right through the current summer. Aside 
from more compelling films, particularly in the fall 
of 2008, a major reason that box office has proved 
resilient is that movie theatres remain the least ex-
pensive form of out of home entertainment. 

Nothing could make the case more clearly 
than the performance of home video during the 
same period. In 2008, DVD revenues dropped 
nearly 9%. People plan their home entertainment 
and out of home entertainment budgets separately. 
The price of a movie ticket is compared to other 
out of home entertainment; DVDs are compared 
to other things people can do with their at home 
time. Video rentals are up. Netflix streaming (a no 
cost add-on to existing subscriptions) is up. 

Home entertainment has never been the com-

petition. (See Slide 3 on next page) In the ten years following the introduc-
tion of VHS in 1977, admissions (the number of tickets sold) reached two 
separate peaks followed by troughs before peaking again and continuing on 
a fairly steady upward trend. In the eight years following the introduction 
of DVDs, two nearly identical peaks occurred, culminating in a modern 
admissions record in 2002. 

>>  0     >>  1     >>  2     >>  3     >>  4   >> 
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Continued on page 8



NATO of California/Nevada July/August 2009

The fact that, adjusted for inflation, the average movie ticket price is 
less expensive than it was thirty years ago (See Slide 4) also drives home 
the value proposition that movie theatres offer at all times, but never more 
clearly than when consumers are pinching pennies. The $2.34 average movie 
ticket in 1978 would cost $7.73 in 2008 dollars – over 50 cents more than 
the 2008 average of $7.18.

Mr. Corcoran’s entire Membership Meeting Power Point Presentation, which 
has been updated through July 9th, can be found in the Seminars and Meetings 
section of our website, www.NATOCalNev.org.
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Jay Swerdlow Honored

Jay Swerdlow (center, front row) was honored by the 
Scholarship Committee upon his retirement from Pacific 
Theatres and as chairman of the NATO of CA/NV 
scholarship committee, a chairmanship he has held since 
the inception of the scholarship program in 1996.

Scholarship Committee members pictured above 
are: Back (L-R) Paul Richardson, Sundance Cinemas; 
Janet Grumer, Davis Wright Tremaine; Clyde Cornell, 
Hollywood Theaters; Milt Moritz, NATO of CA/NV; 
Bruce Wren, Regal Entertainment Group and Gary 
Richardson, The Movie Experience.  Front (L-R) Annie 
Casaburi, Krikorian Premiere Cinemas; outgoing Schol-
arship Committee Chairman Jay Swerdlow, Pacific The-
atres and Charlene Sievers, NATO of CA/NV.  Missing 
from photo:  Mark Bastian, National Amusements; Dale 
Davison, Metropolitan Theatres, Van Maroevich, MOC 
Insurance and Damon Rubio, UltraStar Cinemas.

Continued from page 7

NATO of CA/NV

2009 Fall/Winter 

Film Product Seminar

November 5 - Northern California

November 12 - Southern California

Mark your Calendar

http://www.NATOCalNev.org
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NATO of CA/NV Scholars Announced 
at Membership Meeting

Bruce Wren, the newly appointed Chairman of the NATO of California/Nevada scholarship committee, announced the 2009 
scholars from the Association’s member theatres and the UCLA and USC film schools who will benefit from the generous scholarship 
programs funded by NATO of California/Nevada.  

The NATO of California/Nevada 2009 Scholarship winners who will each receive $7,500.00 are:

Name Employer Circuit and Theatre Will attend in Fall ‘09

Callie Black Fallon Theatres College of the Holy Cross, Massachusetts

Heather Champlin Regal Edwards 26 Long Beach California State University, Long Beach

Mary Alice Chocas Reading Cinemas, Grossmont Center 10 San Diego State University

Cory George Daley Cinema West, Sebastopol Cinemas Brigham Young University - Hawaii

Ruhandy Glezakos 
second time winner Pacific Theatres, Mother works in Corporate Office UCLA

Daniel Markham UltraStar Cinemas, River Village Chapman University

Amanda Martinez Regal Edwards Ontario 22 UC Riverside

Jason Morpeth UltraStar Cinemas, Poway Creekside Plaza 10 UC San Diego

Amy Nygren 
second time winner Fallon Theatres University of Nevada, Reno

Mollie Ogaz Cinelux Theatres, Plaza Theatre UC Davis

Caryn Robertson Sundance Cinemas, Kabuki Theatre San Francisco State University

Austin T. Rose 
second time winner Regal, Edwards San Marcos 18 Theatre UCLA

Ben Rose 
second time winner Reading Cinemas, Rohnert Park 16 Sonoma State University

William Sholan Regal, Mother manages Mira Mesa Stadium 18 UCLA

Skye A. H. Strong 
second time winner Cinemark16 at the Antelope Valley Mall UCLA

Tyler Swob Regal Escondido Stadium 16 + IMAX Rochester Institute of Technology

Jared Taylor Pacific Theatres, ArcLight Cinemas Hollywood Columbia University Law School

Bethel Walton Oak Creek Cinemas, Uptown Cinemas  CSU Sacramento

Tayler Whipple Paradise Cinemas, Lakeport Cinema UC Santa Cruz

Dustin Yates Cinemark, Century 25 Union City University of Technology,  
  Sydney, Australia
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Eight Promising Filmmakers Split $40,000 in the NATO of CA/NV - 
University of Southern California Fund for Student Support Scholarship Program

Jared Beck is pursuing a Master of Fine Arts 
degree in Writing for Screen and Television. He re-
ceived a degree in Creative Writing and a minor in 
Film Studies from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.  
While there, Jared joined the Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Fraternity and served as his chapter’s secretary for two 
years and public relations chair for one year. He filled 

the remainder of his time with intramural sports, community service projects, 
and plenty of time spent at the keyboard. He left rural Ohio behind when he 
enrolled at USC and moved out to Los Angeles permanently, enjoying every 
moment of it. He splits his time in graduate school between writing, watching 
films, relaxing with friends, engaging in a basketball game or two at the Lyon 
Center, and spending time with his fiancée, Alaina.

Nelson Ceron was born and raised in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  After graduating from Cal Poly 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Admin-
istration and a Minor in Economics, he moved back 
to the Bay Area to launch his career in Information 
Technology.  Upon realizing and accepting that his 
true passion in life was to express himself creatively 
through telling stories he moved to sunny Southern 

California where he recently started studying towards his M.F.A. in Film & 
Television Production at the University of Southern California.  Nelson strongly 
believes that his academic studies, combined with real life work experience 
in fields other than cinema production, will definitely enhance his pursuit to 
direct and produce entertaining and thought-provoking feature films.

After receiving a number of awards and scholar-
ships for his commitment to service and education 
at the undergraduate level, Scott Drucker turned 
to his passion for filmmaking as a true means to 
reach wider audiences. With aspirations of directing 
documentaries for social change and fictional films 
for both entertainment and awareness, Drucker has 
started his career with a focus in both directing and 

cinematography.  He has gained experience as a director of photography on 
the 547 film On the Edge of the Crest. He has also shot and directed the award 
winning Habayn Chayim. 

Drucker is currently editing, ColorBars a twenty minute fictional short 
and his next project is a thesis documentary about the sea turtle egg harvest in 
Costa Rica, to be directed and shot by Drucker. This fall will be the beginning 
of his third and final year at USC, and he will leave with the skills necessary to 
work as both a director and cinematographer in the non-fiction world. 

Cecilia Fletcher is a second year MFA 
candidate in Animation at USC.  She earned 
her Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Painting from 
the Rhode Island School of Design, where 
she was honored as a Florence Leif scholar. 
Drawing upon aspects of the early Mod-
ernist concept of primitivism and Brazil’s 
Anthropophagia movement, Cecilia makes 
films and paintings that challenge the im-
age of the domesticated human animal and 
explore civilization as a fallible construct. 
Upon completing her studies, Cecilia plans 
to pursue fine art opportunities and become 
a contributing participant to her field.

California resident 
Stuart Friedel is a 23-
year-old aspiring chil-
dren’s television writer/
producer entering his 
second year of graduate 
study at USC’s Peter 

Stark Producing Program.  Before coming 
to USC, Stuart graduated from Pomona 
College, where he revived the long-defunct 
television station, CCTV, and founded its 
internet counterpart, ClaremontTelevision.
com.  Because of his work with the network 
and inside the classroom, Stuart served twice 
as the student/faculty liaison for the Clare-
mont Colleges’ Media Studies Department, 
and upon graduating, was recognized with 
the Matthew Klopfleisch Memorial Prize in 
Media Studies.  He and partner Paul Germain 
independently produced the feature, Speedy 
Delivery, a Mister Rogers Neighborhood-based 
documentary, which has since aired on PBS.  
For his work with the project, Stuart was 
invited to the 2007 Sundance Independent 
Producers’ Conference.  He recently finished 
a stint working on Cartoon Network’s Tim 
and Eric, Awesome Show, Great Job!, and is 
currently interning with the writers on the 
ninth season of Smallville.  

Continued on page 10
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C a l e n d a r  o f 
events & Holidays

Labor Day
september 7

Patriots Day
september 11

NATO General Membership 
and Board Meeting

september 15-16

Rosh Hashanah
september 19-20

Yom Kippur
september 28

Columbus Day
october 12

NATO of CA/NV History of 
Exhibition Lecture #1: 

The Coming of Sound and 
the Great Depression

october 13

ShowEast
october 26-29

Election Day
november 3

Northern California Film 
Product Seminar

november 5

NATO of CA/NV History of 
Exhibition Lecture #2: 

The Golden Age of 
Hollywood, Liberty Bonds

november 10

Veterans Day
november 11

Southern California Film 
Product Seminar

november 12

Joy L. Ganes is a Master of Fine Arts student in the Peter 
Stark Producing Program at the University of Southern Califor-
nia.  Always dabbling in film, Joy’s passion was reignited when 
she produced the award winning short PREMATURE, which has 
been showing on HBO since February.  She left her legal career, 
family and friends in New York to study filmmaking full-time, 
making Los Angeles her permanent home.  In college, Joy was 
heavily involved in Track and Field, Athletes in Action and Student 

Government – always challenging herself and hoping to inspire others.  Since attending 
USC, she has produced a few short films, is currently in post-production on one, and 
is the lead producer on a long lasting compliance video project for the USC athletic 
department.   Besides full time studies and side producing projects, Joy has used her free 
time to intern in production companies and now at Fox Searchlight in furtherance of 
her producing career goals.

Alice Johnson graduated with honors from Tulane University 
prior to a bi-coastal life in New York and LA as a stand-up comedi-
enne and actress.  Alice returned to school last year to concentrate on 
her writing full-time as an MFA student in Screenwriting at USC.  
Her long road to USC was marked by an acting apprenticeship at 
the Tony Award-winning Actors Theater of Louisville, company 
membership in Sigourney Weaver/Jim Simpson’s Bat Theater Com-
pany at the Flea Theater in New York, and acting credits including 

Sex and the City, The Shortcut to Happiness (directed by Alec Baldwin), MTV promos, and 
national commercials.  As a stand-up, Alice performed at Caroline’s, Stand-up New York, 
and The Comedy Store in LA.  

Day-job-wise, Alice taught English as a Second Language with humor and love to scores 
of bemused students in South Central LA, all the while writing, acting in, and producing 
her one-woman show, Saint Alice of Chattahoochee

Los Angeles resident Willie Williams is entering his second year 
at the John C Hench Division of Animation and Digital Arts at USC 
and will soon be preparing for his thesis film which will be done with a 
mixture of mediums. Most of his research and content deals with identity 
and social issues; in which he plans to showcase using 3D techniques.  
Willie studied at Texas A&M University-Kingsville where he received 
his bachelor’s degree in graphic design and printmaking. Willie has had 
three pieces of art published in two editions of The Writers Bloc Literary 
Magazine and served as an art instructor to disadvantaged children dur-
ing the Creative Hands Workshop. In addition to teaching art, Willie 

was also a music instructor teaching percussion to Junior High and High school students. 
During his first year at USC, Willie taught animation to the children of Para Los Niños 
Elementary School at Inner-City Arts Los Angeles.

Continued from page 10

Please note:  The UCLA Fellowship in Film award winners were introduced in the June 2009 
issue of Previews that can be found in the Previews Reading Room at www.NATOCalNev.org   
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